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DIVERSION RATE
47%

Compostable Trays
St Paul Public Schools has said down with Styrofoam! For 
the 2017-2018 School year and going forward, SPPS 
Nutrition Services has committed to providing only 
reusable or compostable trays for school lunches.
The best part is with the shift to a compost organics 
program, these trays (and all organic items) can now be 
collected as part of the Districtwide Compost Organics 
Program. 

The 2017-2018 School year began a new phase of 
cafeteria recycling as schools across the District 
began participation in a Compost Organics 
Collection program. In addition to collecting food 
waste, the District now collects dirty, non-recycla-
ble papers such as napkins, paper towels, tissues 
and any certified compostable products to be sent 
to Specialized Environmental Technologies (SET) 
amcompost facility in Rosemount, MN.
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Waste Diversion Rate by Fiscal Year 

With the switch from a solely food-to-hogs collection program to a 
Compost Organics program this school year, there has been a 

decrease in organics contamination.With the ability to collect 
and divert more types of waste it has simplified waste sorting 

for students. Fiscal Year 2018 saw an overall decrease in 
waste at the schools. 1501 tons of Organics was collected 

in FY18. This number is down from the past 2 years due 
to tiered program start dates, with highschools starting 

in late fall. The first step towards sustainability is less 
total waste and recycling. SPPS now diverts nearly 

half of all waste Districtwide to recycling or 
composting with a diversion rate
of 47%! 
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1,501
Tons of Organics

938
Tons of Recycling

3,385
Tons of Trash

School Waste Breakdown by Fiscal Year 
(in tons)

COMPOST ORGANICS
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St. Paul Public Schools is a Very Small 
Quantity Generator (VSQG) of hazardous 
waste.  Universal wastes generated 
across the District includes materials 
such as E-waste, fluorescent bulbs, 
paint (oil & water based) and mercury 
containing items, like batteries.  These 
wastes are picked up and recycled by 
licensed contractors for transport, 
processing  recycling  and safe disposal.

Step 1: Food scraps, compostable trays, 
napkins, paper towels and other 
compostable items are sorted from the 
trash and recycling in the Cafeteria.

Step 2: Compostable 
Bags & Trays deposited 
in organics dumpster

green compostable bags 
are supplied from 
Natur-Tec a local MN 
company.

Step 3: Dumpster is picked up 
by waste hauler and brought to 
SET (compost facility)

Step 5: Compost is 
used to help 
gardens and food 
grow. Schools 
recieve a discount 
on using the 
compost in their 
school gardens. 

Step 4: The schools’ food waste is mixed 
with yard waste laid into woodrows (rows 
of decaying material) and turned into 
compost within a few months  

The Facilities Department at Saint Paul Public Schools 
has a goal of reducing our District’s energy consump-
tion by 10% over a ten year period, starting in fiscal year 
2009. Energy data is tracked via the Minnesota B3 
Benchmarking tool in order to assess the effectiveness 
of implemented projects.  In fiscal year 2018, the District 
used 7.3% less electricity and natural gas than in 2009.

HOW IT WORKS

 16 Tons of CRTs 
  recycled responsibly

COMPOST

43.5 Tons of E-Waste
               recycled 
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A combinded effort of staff, students and PTO to 
secure a grant and build a new learning garden. The 
garden will help students, teachers and parents make 
meaningful connections to the Earth, food, the 
school and the neighborhood community within 
science, health, social studies, art classes, and 
after-school programming.  The space will be a 
school garden, outdoor classroom and gathering 
place for all.

Grow Our Own is a project that aims to increase the opportunities for food and 
agricultural education for all students within the District by connecting school 
gardens, the cafeteria, and the classroom. Grow Our Own is a collaboration 
between Youth Farm, SPPS' Nutrition Services, Wellness, and Facilities Depart-
ments to improve the use and sustainability of school gardens.  
 This project will clarify policies, provide networking and learning opportunities, 
and get word out to interested parties about resources for schools for successful 
School Food Gardens.  

DID YOU KNOW...
SPPS has 42
School Gardens

XCEL ENERGY REBATES

GROW OUR OWN PHALEN LAKE GARDEN

HUMBOLDT PLANT SALE
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Energy Efficient Buildings (EEB) 
and Energy Design Assistance 
(EDA) are XCEL Energy programs 
involving multi-year capital construc-
tion projects. The estimated rebates 
are equally distributed across the 
fiscal years spanned by each 
project. 

Motors Efficiency installing 
variable frequency (VFD) or adjust-
able speed drives (ASD) to control 
motors on fans, blowers or pumps in 
the HVAC system. The system vary 
the motor’s speed to match changes 
in the system’s load. 
Efficient Controls updating building 
controls systems to simplify facility 
management with automated 
building controls.

Cooling Efficiency upgrades or 
retrofits to the school chillers (Air 
Conditioning System)

Heating Efficeny boiler upgrades 
and steam trap repairs and replace-
ments. 

Lighting retrofits of T-8 to LED 
fixtures within buildings as well as 
exterior lighting and parking lot lights. 
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The Humboldt High School Agriculture classes are in their second year of growing a variety of 
vegetables and flowers to assist school gardens and as a fundraiser for their program.  Plants 
for the school gardens are free, otherwise cost is nominal. The FFA (Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca) Plant Sale offers seedlings in three main crop families: Peppers, Tomatoes, and Cabbage 
Family. The students start many plants from seed, and receive small plugs from local nursery, 
which they then potted up to be distributed and ready for spring planting.

XCEL Rebate Total by Fiscal Year



Students from Highwood Hills Elementary School teamed up 
with Tree Trust and the Minnesota Vikings, including 
legendary number 44, Chuck Foreman, to plant 20 trees 
around their school’s grounds. The Vikings donated the funds 
to Tree Trust as part of Super Bowl LII's 'Green' program, an 
urban forest initiative.

SAFE DRINKING WATER

Conclusion or summary of your 
infographic should live here. Nunc vel 
justo cursus, por�tor nibh vitae, 
aliquam quam. Praesent finibus nibh 

Want to learn more?

20ppb

Below 20 parts per billion 
is safe to drink according

to Minnesota
 Department of  Health 

7,000
Taps Tested

Nearly 7,000 samples tested, 
ALL facucets in use are 

below safe lead levels

EMERALD ASH BORER
(EAB) PROGRAM
Fiscal Year 2018 was the Facilities Department’s third year running the Emerad Ash Borer (EAB) program 
in response to the Emerald Ash Borer infestation in Saint Paul. In 2014 a tree diversity study was done of 
all SPPS grounds with the plan to thin out locations with high percentage of Ash trees to slow the infesta-
tion and plant new species of trees to increase tree diversity.  At the District Service Facility 60 trees were 
grown in a gravel tree bed built for the program to raise trees. The trees were planted at several schools 
throughout the city with the most planted at Hazel Park this Fiscal Year. Locations for trees are given 
thought on how the trees will become part of the urban forest, helping reduce urban heat island effect of 
parking lots and beautifying the school grounds.

HIGHWOOD HILLS
TREE PLANTING80

TREES
PLANTED

Beginning in 2016 SPPS set out to test every faucet in every building in 
the school district for lead levels. This is well above the Minnestota 
Department of Health (MDH) recommendation of testing 20% of taps 
every few years. Nearly 7,000 water samples from across the school 
district’s 69 buildings were collected and analyzed during the several 
year program. 96.5% of samples tested below 20 ppb of lead. 
Follow–up flush sampling results indicated only 13  fixtures tested 
above 20 ppb when the water in the fixtures was flushed for 15 
seconds. These taps were replaced with lead-free fixtures

Faucets that passed the flush test are labeled “Flush for 15 
seconds before Consumption”. No high priority fixtures such 

as drinking fountains need flushing. At least one hydra-
tion station or water bottle filling stations with their 

a replaceable filter have been installed in all 
SPPS locations for easy, safe bottle 

filling. 

233 samples were tested in FY 
2018 from E-STEM middle and 
Johnson Senior. 3 samples 
reported above the lead threshold 
but with the flush test none were 
above 20 ppb. 

www.spps.org/facilities




